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CESCRIBE THE PRESENT AMD ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL ARPEARANCE

The Eigenhower Home is a two-story white frame house with a
hipped roof and a chimney in the center of the roof. It has a
flat-roofed front porch on the south and a small side porch on the
west. A one-story addition of two rooms was built to the east
when Dwight's grandfather, Jacocb Eisenhower, came to live with
the family.

Upstalrs the house has two fairly large bedrooms and one

quite small. The coriginal downstalrs consisted mainly of a parlor,
dining room, and kitchen.

Today the exterior of the house looks much as it did when young
Dyight Eisenhower was living there. Orxiginal family articles,
furniture, and furnishings remain in the various Yooms , inecluding
hooked rugs Dwight's father made as a hobby and homemade bedspreads
and coVerlets.

The Eisenhower Home has been open to the public since 1247.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

' Dyight David Eisenhower (1890-1968) moved with his family to
this home in southeast Abilene when David Eisenhower (Dwight's
father), bought this house in 1898 from his brother, Abraham L.
Eisenhower. Ike grew up in this house, living here until he left
Abilene in 1911 to enter U. S. Military Academy at West Point, New
York.

After his graduation from the academy in 1915, he served creditably
at a number of posts and also continued his education, graduating first
in a class of 275 students at the Command and General Staff College at
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, in 1926.

His skill as a tactician in the aymy maneuvers in Louisiana in
the fall of 1941 breought him to the attention of the Army Chief of
Staff, Gen. George C. Marshall. A series of command assignments
successfully executaed gained him the post of Supreme Commander, Allied

Expeditionary Force, in December, 1943, and the direction of the
invasion of Rurope.

In 1946 he was promoted to the rank of permanent General of the
Army, which was made retroactive to December, 1944,

Pres. Harry Truman appointed him Army Chief of Staff in November,
1945, a position which he held until February, 1948, when he retired
from active duty to become president of Coluwmbia University, From
December, 1950, to February, 1951, he was on leave absence to serve as

Commander of Allied Powers in Europe and organize the armed forces of
NATO.

He resigned from the axmy in July, 1952 to campaign for the
Republican nomination for the Presidency. Successful in this effort,
he handily won the 1952 election and won re-election in 1956 by an
even greater marxgin. By his vote~getting powers Dwight Eisenhower

proved himself one of the most popular political figures in American
history.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89.665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it bas been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

I kereby certify that this property is included in the

Nationa! Reglister.
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